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By BRIAN HORSTEAD
Vancouver is hosting a public hear-ing today, March 14, to discuss the proposal of an eight-storey, mixed-
use building on the 6300 block of Cam-
bie Street.
The building would contain 63 living 
suites, three townhouse units and com-
mercial businesses along the ground 
level and has the potential to improve 
not only the neighbourhood, but all of 
Vancouver.
“I think the question for the commu-
nity is whether it would be designed as 
just another Metrotown, which I find to 
be a soul-destroying type of architec-
ture,” Michael Kluckner said.
Kluckner is a Vancouver author, art-
ist and founding president of the Heri-
tage Vancouver Society.
According to Kluckner, Oakridge is a 
logical place for a regional towncentre, 
but the typical Vancouver response of 
erecting high-rises to increase density, 
is bad for the community. “Towers are 
vertical gated communities…depend-
ing on the design, you don’t even get to 
know your neighbours inside the build-
ing,” he said.
Kluckner said the models for suc-
cessful communities exist all over Van-
couver and that Oakridge would do 
well to learn from Kerrisdale’s success.
“I think what they really have to do 
in the Oakridge area is to establish…
that fine grain pedestrian street grid 
that you have in the rest of the city,” 
Kluckner said.
“One thing I’ve really noticed about 
Kerrisdale is that people who are really 
aged can maintain their independence 
for a very long period of time…they can 
walk up to the bus, they can walk to the 
doctor and they can walk to a shop.”
As much as Oakridge may benefit 
from more stores and homes, it does 
mean four existing homes would be de-
molished. Resident Marc Elliott is not 
looking forward to relocating.
The proposed site is located one 
block northwest of the Langara-49th 
Canada Line station.
“We’d like to stay in the neighbour-
hood, [moving] can be pricey,” Elliott 
said. Elliott has no plans to attend the 
hearing and said the neighbourhood 
has all the amenities it needs.
“We’ve got the train right here and 
Safeway is just down the street.”
Another local, who identified herself 
as I. Brothamek, said she was all for it. 
“It makes it easier for people to live and 
sleep…there’s less car use and it’s 
more environmentally friendly.” 
By BEN BULMER
Even though the B.C. government controls everything from student loans to liquor store closing times, 
the majority of Langara students still 
won’t vote in the upcoming May 14 
election.
“I didn’t even know that there was 
an approaching election,” said Langara 
student Rachel Lindsay. 
Student Lucas Prime said he doesn’t 
care about voting: “I don’t complain. 
It’s not really going to change no mat-
ter who the leader is right now.”
Student Wes McKim said he 
wouldn’t vote: “I don’t have any inter-
est in politics. In my house we never 
talked about it, and because of that I’ve 
just never been interested in it.”
 According to Elections BC, about 
one third of people aged 18-34 voted in 
the 2009 provincial election. Over the 
last 30 years, voter turnout has de-
clined with each election, especially in 
young people. Seniors comprise the 
highest voter turnout at about 75 per 
cent. 
Langara political science instructor 
Paul Prosperi says political parties 
look to see who votes for them and 
then cater their policies towards these 
people. This creates a vicious cycle 
where young people feel mainstream 
political parties don’t reflect their 
views and therefore don’t vote.
Prosperi says another reason young 
people don’t vote is because of the 
structure of the political system. Be-
cause of the first past the post, winner 
takes all set up, many young people 
feel their votes don’t count.
“Beyond social media, beyond any 
other outreach, the best way of reach-
ing people is changing the system and 
making it more meaningful for them, 
so their votes actually do count,” Pros-
peri said.
Langara peace and conflict student 
Danielle McAllister said she probably 
wouldn’t vote because she didn’t agree 
with the voting system. 
“First past the post system isn’t my 
type of voting system, so I won’t par-
ticipate,” said McAllister. “I’m regis-
tered to vote in Port Moody, where it 
doesn’t matter who I vote for. The same 
party always wins.” 
Fine arts student Holly Clarke said 
she would vote but wasn’t sure who for 
and wanted to educate herself more, 
though she thought many don’t take 
the time to get informed.
“It takes a lot of effort to get educat-
ed about who to vote for.” 
By DEANNA CHENG
W
hile some Langara students 
are upset with a controver-
sial B.C. Liberal document 
outlining a  “quick win” 
plan to woo votes from Chinese, South 
Asian and southeast Asian voters, oth-
ers are not surprised because “it’s just 
politics.”
Kim Haakstad, the B.C. premier’s 
deputy chief of staff, emailed a docu-
ment labeled “multicultural strategic 
outreach plan” to several recipients 
from her gmail account. The plan was 
leaked on Feb. 27 and it led to the resig-
nation of Haakstad and John Yap, the 
multiculturalism minister.
The section that garnered most at-
tention and scrutiny from the media is 
a formal apology for the Komagata 
Maru incident.
A ship named Komagata Maru, hold-
ing more than 350 people from India, 
was denied entry into Canada in 1914.
Arista Caldera, an arts and science 
student, thought it was disgusting.
“Amazing how a multicultural and 
innovative country such as Canada, 
there’s still so much intolerance and 
manipulation of minorities,” she said. 
“The Canadian government should 
have learned from our past mistakes 
with colonization.”
However, business student Teresa 
Lu is not surprised by the Liberals’ ac-
tions.
“Local media made it a bigger issue 
than it is,” Lu said. “It’s just politics. I’m 
sure that every political party has this 
kind of plan.”
Amber Bhangoo, a science student, 
disagrees. “If we don’t hold one party 
accountable [to] political sincerity, 
then we pave the way for all parties to 
be insincere.”
“The method was shallow 
and insensi-
tive. Not the 
best way to 
go about it.
TErEsa niEman
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“It’s just poli-tics. Every 
politician 
does it. It’s 
ridiculous 
that 
everybody is 
getting upset 
over it. 
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Elections BC at Langara on March 7. Canadian citizens who have lived in B.C. for six months 
can register online, or at their local polling station on election day, with two pieces of ID.
Ethnic strategy 
gets under skin
B.C. Liberals’ failed attempt to woo 
ethnic voters also fails to slip past 
students’ attention and scrutiny
Reasons range from not 
caring, no interest, feeling 
alienated, to not knowing 
when elections happen
Oakridge could benefit 
from positive Kerrisdale 
example of how to design  
a livable city, says expert
Eight-storey 
highrise in 
store for 48th 
and Cambie
Students 
ignore 
election 
See Ethnic Voters, page 3
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No $1-million cut, says admin 
SPRING IS IN THE CAMPUS AIR
BRIAN HORSTEAD photo
Blooming crocuses herald an early spring near Langara even though the equinox is still a week away. Last week Environment Canada 
predicted a cooler-than-average spring for British Columbia.
DON HANKINS image
Old folks aren’t the only ones who fall victim to scams; students are vulner-
able to fraudsters too, says Langara’s off-campus housing administrator.
By Kelci Nicodemus
C
ampus rumour has it that a 
$1-million budget cut is looming 
for Langara’s 2013-14 fiscal year, 
but the college administration 
said these rumours are false.
The provincial government’s budget, 
released last month, marked $46 mil-
lion to be cut from advanced education 
over three years. Barry Coulson, asso-
ciate vice-president of administration 
and finance, said the college “will not 
be affected whatsoever” by the cut be-
cause the college has already planned 
for savings.
“We have budgeted for a one per 
cent reduction in the operating grant 
from the previous fiscal year, but this 
amount has not been confirmed,” Coul-
son said in an email. However, the one 
per cent reduction would only amount 
to $400,000, according to Coulson.
The reduction would ensure the col-
lege would not be affected by the prov-
ince’s planned $46-million cut to ad-
vanced education, said Coulson.
Political science instructor Peter 
Prontzos said the rumour that the col-
lege will lose $1 million in funding is 
plausible, though he hasn’t heard it.
The college’s planned $400,000 
spending reduction came out of a 
study, funded by the provincial gov-
ernment, aimed at finding ways to 
save costs for post-secondary institu-
tions by making changes to adminis-
trative services.
The study aims at cutting the cost of 
supplies; for example, by switching to 
cheaper brands and buying in bulk. 
The college plans to join with other col-
leges to buy larger quantities of sup-
plies to receive 
better deals, Coul-
son said.
Prontzos said he 
“would be sur-
prised” if these 
savings in admin-
istrative costs will 
cover the potential 
reduction in funds.
Further, the col-
lege has yet to re-
ceive confirmation 
of the 2013-14 pro-
vincial budget. Coulson said the ad-
ministration doesn’t know when this 
will be because of the upcoming elec-
tion May 14.
For more information on the Post-
Secondary Sector Administrative Ser-
vice Delivery Transformation Project 
visit the provincial website.
Employment day gives a 
glimpse of job prospects in 
a shrinking economy 
By JAcQueliNe lANGeN
Students have the chance to ex-plore a variety of future career op-tions today at Langara’s annual 
Student Employment Day.
The event gives students the oppor-
tunity to connect with prospective em-
ployers and find out what kind of jobs 
and internships are up for grabs.
“It’s a great way for students to find 
out what future employers are looking 
for when they’re hiring,” said co-opera-
tive education chairman Kevin Rolston.
With limited career opportunities 
and a shrinking economy, finding a ca-
reer can be difficult. More than one-
third of Canadian college and univer-
sity graduates between 25 and 29 are 
working in low-skilled jobs, according 
to the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development.
Second year arts and science stu-
dent Dustin Innes says gaining knowl-
edge about future employment is im-
portant.
 “Work experience and acquiring 
first-hand information about our inter-
ests is essential to understanding what 
will make us happy in the long run,” 
said Innes.
Corporate, government and non-
profit sectors are at the event today. 
Over 15 exhibitors are attending, in-
cluding the Vancouver Police Depart-
ment, Nannies on Call, the Vancouver 
Aquarium Marine Science Centre and 
TD Canada Trust. 
“We try to mix the options up so that 
there is something of interest for ev-
eryone,” said Rolston.
Employment Day gives students the 
ability to plan long term and learn 
what skills to develop while in school. 
Students are encouraged to introduce 
themselves and network with the rep-
resentatives in main foyer of Building 
A.
“Explore, learn, and ask the ques-
tions you want to ask,” said Rolston. 
An HR panel session starts at 2:30 
p.m. with representatives from Telus, 
Ranstad and the Langara HR depart-
ment explaining the dos and don’ts of 
job interviews.
College ‘will not be affected’ by province’s $46-million education cut
By mARie-ANdRee del cid
Many people don’t believe it could happen to them. But thousands of Canadians fall 
victim to fraud every year, as scam-
mers develop increasingly sophisti-
cated ways to trick people of all ages. 
March is fraud prevention month, 
when private and public organiza-
tions fight against fraud by raising 
public awareness.
Langara Off-Campus Housing 101 
is a service helps students find hous-
ing and warns them about fraud. 
 “On our website, we have a scam 
and fraud information section. So we 
list a few types of common scams and 
fraud that people can read to see 
what to look out for,” said Mackenzie 
Gooch, administrator for off-campus 
housing.
Gooch also actively keeps watch 
for scammers.
 “We go through a listing to try and 
make sure they aren’t scam listings. 
And we’ll go through them to make 
sure the contact information is an ac-
tual person and that it’s not a scam 
account.”
International students may be 
more vulnerable to scams, Gooch 
added.
 “[International students] might be 
a little more desperate to find quick 
housing at a cheap price. 
“So they will contact someone by 
email and that’s usually how the scam 
works—by email; they usually won’t 
contact anybody over the phone,” 
Gooch said.
Scams can originate by mail, tele-
phone, text, email or online. Fraud-
sters usually present themselves in 
the most professional manner and 
exhibit great interpersonal skills. 
They usually pretend to be affiliat-
ed with the government, businesses, 
or charities requesting advance de-
posits and threatening to take legal 
action if a person does not follow 
through with the requests.  
Students should beware of fraud, experts warn
March is 
fraud pre-
vention 
month, a 
good time 
for to learn 
about 
increas-
ingly clever 
tricks 
scammers 
use to steal 
your hard-
earned 
money
pETER pRONTZOS
Langara political 
science instructor
Need a job? 
Check out 
on-campus 
event today
	 $46 mill. cut to ad-
vanced education 
over three years
	 2.1.-per-cent income 
tax hike for people 
earning more than 
$150,000 a year
	 Four per cent 
increase in Medical 
Services Plan 
premiums starting 
in 2014
	 Health care spend-
ing will increase 
3.2 per cent per 
year over three 
years
BUDGET
highlights
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Referendum this week will decide whether medical benefits are cut or prices are hiked
By PUNEET DHAMI
L
angara’s health and dental plan 
might be getting more expensive 
unless students are willing to lose 
some of their current benefits. 
The Langara Students’ Union is 
holding a referendum about whether to 
increase the current price of its health 
plan from $200 to $235 a year. The union 
is also seeking approval to increase the 
fee by up to five per cent a year to 
match inflation. 
“If the referendum doesn’t pass, it 
would mean that some plan benefits 
would need to be cut, both on the health 
and dental side,” said Sophia Haque, 
Langara’s student care program man-
ager. Almost 80 per cent of students 
surveyed last year said they would be 
in favour of increasing the plan fee in 
order to maintain or increase benefits, 
said Haque. 
“This gave the LSU a strong man-
date,” she said. “Students don’t want to 
see benefits cut, and they’d rather pay 
a little bit more to keep them.”
The LSU currently has one of the 
lowest prices in the province for its 
health and dental plan. The University 
of the Fraser Valley and Simon Fraser 
University also have low fees, and both 
schools will be holding a similar refer-
endum this year. 
In order to keep the price of the plan 
down, the LSU switched from Sun Life 
Financial to Pacific Blue Cross last 
year. 
Changing companies ensured the 
LSU was getting the best competitive 
rates and allowed LSU to switch to a lo-
cal, non-profit insurance company, said 
Haque. 
“The switch saved students nearly 
$70,000.” 
Haque said that even with the pro-
posed fee increase, the plan is a good 
deal. “If a student was to go purchase 
individual health insurance, it would 
cost upwards of $1,900 a year to get a 
similar level of benefits.”
However, not all students were 
pleased with the possible fee increase. 
“I’m not happy that [prices] are go-
ing up,” said Jade Quach, a health and 
sciences student. “School is already so 
expensive.” 
The LSU’s health plan was first ap-
proved in 2005, and the price has not 
increased since it was brought in. 
“In fact, in 2006, the LSU was able to 
reduce the plan fee from $218 to $199.98 
and put those funds towards building 
the Student Union Building that is up 
and running today,” said Haque. 
All full-time students who are LSU 
members registered in the fall semes-
ter are automatically covered by the 
health and dental plan. Students who 
started attending Langara in January 
must choose to opt-in if they wish to be 
covered. 
By KAylA IsoMUrA 
Students can now feel safer if there is a fire at Langara. The Ministry of Education is 
spending $1.8 million installing a new 
fire alarm system for the college. Im-
provements include upgraded pull sta-
tions, strobe lights, smoke detection 
and speakers.
“The system was end of life and 
therefore required a replacement,” 
said Patricia Baker, Langara’s manager 
of building operations. “This is not the 
type of system you would allow to run 
to failure.”
The previous system required a 
mandatory upgrade, which began last 
August by Houle Electric. 
The new system is more likely to de-
tect a fire and is much more reliable, 
Baker said.
“Prior to [the upgrade], the fire 
alarm signal was not the same building 
to building as new buildings came on-
line,” she said.
All the buildings on campus will now 
have a consistent alarm sound, she 
said. 
Outdoor call stations are being in-
stalled which will enable students and 
staff to contact emergency services 
when a fire occurs. The call stations 
will also enable communication on 
campus during emergencies because 
they work on a different line from the 
internal campus phones. 
Baker said that while buildings A 
and B required full upgrades, newer 
buildings only needed some minor 
changes. 
Government spends $1.8 
million to fully integrate 
campus emergency system
By sErA AKDoGAN
Big shoes need to be filled at the col-lege as Langara’s former president steps aside.
More than 40 people attended the 
going-away party for David Ross on 
March 8 to congratulate him on his new 
job and say goodbye. 
He’s leaving his position at Langara 
to become the new president and CEO 
of the Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology in Calgary. 
Children attending Langara’s day-
care performed songs for the outgoing 
president. Several of Ross’s colleagues 
gave speeches thanking him for his 
contributions to the college over the 
past 4½  years.
 “David has been an exceptionally in-
spiring leader, not only to the Langara 
community but also on a provincial, na-
tional, and international level,” said 
Anne Lippert, chairwoman of Langa-
ra’s board of governors. 
“His leadership has really inspired 
the whole Langara community.”
Lippert discussed Ross’s many 
achievements, including rebranding 
Langara and promoting leadership de-
velopment. 
“Under David’s leadership, Langara 
has been successful in attracting and 
increasing the level of international 
student involvement,” she said. 
Ross said he is excited to start a new 
life with his family in Calgary but has 
mixed emotions about leaving.
“You’re always sad about leaving 
your friends and the community that 
you develop here, but you’re always 
looking forward to the next opportuni-
ty,” he said.
“I do believe whole-heartedly that 
the next generation of leadership at 
Langara is strong and it will lead this 
institution to what it will be in the fu-
ture – a continuing strong institution.”
Jennifer Wade, one of Ross’s child-
hood friends from Nova Scotia, spoke 
about how the former president’s val-
ues reflect his vision for Langara. 
“Roots are very valuable to both of 
us. They taught us the meaning of com-
munity and sharing, much of what Da-
vid has accomplished here,” she said.
Lippert said that the presidential 
search committee and a recruiting firm 
are still working to find a replacement 
for Ross. 
“We’ll never find a David, but [we’ll 
look for] the best possible candidate,” 
she said.
SERA AKDOGAN photos
Clockwise from top: Langara’s former president David Ross cuts the cake at his farewell party on March 8. Guests mingle around the 
food table. Students from Langara’s daycare perform songs at the party. Moira Stilwell, the MLA for Vancouver-Langara, gives a speech. 
Colleagues 
of David 
Ross gather 
to say 
goodbye to 
Langara’s 
former 
president 
before he 
leaves for 
Calgary  
   Bhangoo is worried the government 
will value today’s issues in the same 
manner. For example, she wants to 
know more about rising tuition and 
wage gaps.
She said she would feel like she was 
deprived of voting rights if the govern-
ment didn’t care.
Science student Patrina Sahni be-
lieves it is an attempt to win votes and 
nothing will happen after the election.
She heard criticisms from her com-
munity about how the Times of India 
Film Awards show is about winning 
votes. Despite the rumours, she is go-
ing to the event with her parents.
Sahni said she wouldn’t vote for 
Clark in the upcoming elections.
Continued from page 1
Ethnic voters
Students’ health plan faces increased fees
Langara holds party for outgoing president
Upgrades to fire 
alarm will make 
campus safer
MArcH 14 AND 15
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Upper level in the LSU 
Building
MArcH 18
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Building A’s main foyer
DoN’T forGET
Student ID is required to 
vote
VOTING
on campus
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By Kelci Nicodemus
A Langara College film graduate is setting out to create what she calls the first ever transgender 
sitcom.
Amy Fox is producing what could be 
a six-part television series called The 
Switch that focuses on the trials and 
tribulations of a transgender woman.
Fox says The Switch, which has a 
short pilot episode featured on kick-
starter.com, is “a magical transgender 
comedy.” The show will be hosted on 
Video On Demand, and on the web.
The show’s transgender roles are 
played by transgendered actors as well, 
Fox said.
“Comedy comes out of something 
you feel passionate about,” said Fox, 
who said she wants to make people 
laugh, but show them how discrimina-
tory the public can be towards the 
transgender community. 
The show focuses on Sü, who lost her 
job because she told her coworkers she 
is transgendered.
About 26 per cent of transgendered 
people polled by the National Trans-
gender Discrimination Survey in 2009 
said they lost their jobs because they 
are transgendered.
The main character of the show is 
played by Jelaine Domaine Javier. 
“She is out and articulate and funny,” 
said Fox.
Javier describes her character as a 
smart and unlucky 27-year-old who has 
recently come out as trans and loses 
everything as a result.
Javier said Sü displays similarities to 
her actual personality and that some of 
the moments her character encounters 
are close to her own.
“I would say the apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree,” she said.
Javier said she was surprised when 
she got the role of Sü.
“I’m really blessed,” said Javier.
Susan Chiv, writer and production 
co-ordinator for The Switch, said 
“There really should be a word that 
captures exciting and scary, because 
it’s both of those things.”
By WARReN JANÉ
A 
scene depicting an attempted 
rape in the new video game, 
Tomb Raider, has sparked a 
firestorm of controversy.
The title is a reboot of the video 
game series bearing the same name, 
and was released March 5 for PlaySta-
tion 3, Xbox 360 and PC.
In one part of the game, a man cor-
ners the protagonist of the story, Lara 
Croft, and leans in and starts groping 
her.
The scenario was showcased last 
year as a teaser for the game’s release, 
and has since been a lightning rod for 
debate on sexism in video games.
When the scene was released, the 
game’s executive producer, Ron Rosen-
berg of Crystal Dynamics, said it was 
an attempted rape in an interview with 
gaming blog Kotaku, but the studio lat-
er denied the claim.
“[One of] the character defining mo-
ments for Lara in the game, which has 
incorrectly been referred to as an ‘at-
tempted rape’ scene is the content we 
showed,” said Crystal Dynamics studio 
manager Darrell Gallagher in a media 
release. “Lara is forced to kill another 
human for the first time . . . sexual as-
sault of any kind is categorically not a 
theme that we cover in this game.”
Whether or not the scene is of an at-
tempted rape, Lara Croft still gets beat-
en, bruised and kidnapped throughout 
the course of the game. This has left 
gamers wondering if these occurrenc-
es are plot devices or a symptom of 
thinly veiled sexism in the gaming in-
dustry.
Arts student Matthew Hetherington 
said he would still play the game in 
spite of its questionable content.
 “It’s misogynist, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s untrue,” he said.
However, not everyone is able to look 
past the violence however.
“It’s not necessary and it propagates 
rape culture and normalizes and makes 
it more of an acceptable thing,” said ac-
counting student Rachel Empson.
Langara instructors have clashing 
views on whether the scene is appro-
priate or not.
Nancy Pollak, a Langara women’s 
studies instructor, questioned why 
male characters aren’t treated the 
same in video games.
“Are male characters ever threat-
ened with sexual violence by other 
men? My guess would be no,” said Pol-
lak. “Would guys want to play a game 
in which their avatars were at risk of 
rape?”
On the other hand, psychology in-
structor Shirley Louth believes the 
controversy surrounding the scene is 
unnecessary — it’s not any more 
graphic than many R-rated movies.
There’s no proof that games cause 
psychological trauma, she said.
By JAcQueliNe lANGeN 
Langara nursing students are among the latest to join the You-Tube Internet dance phenome-
non known as the Harlem Shake.
The Harlem Shake is a comedic web 
video trend that went viral last month. 
Originally created by a group of teen-
agers from Queensland, Australia, it 
has since expanded globally and been 
recreated by the masses.  
Each video follows the same routine. 
A person dances amidst a crowd of 
people going about their day-to-day 
 activites to the beat of the Harlem 
Shake, a song created by Baauer, an 
electronic artist.
After several seconds, the bass 
drops and everyone starts dancing 
while clad in costumes.
Brothers Mitchell and Cody Vong, 
who are both in the nursing program at 
Langara, created their own version in 
the nursing simulator room.
Mitchell Vong said the video was 
made to help break the ice in his 
department.
  “It was more a social event created 
for fun so that the nursing students 
from different terms could get 
 together and meet one another,” he 
said.
The video consists of approximately 
15 nursing students dancing in an ar-
ray of Halloween costumes. 
Langara business marketing in-
structor Stephanie Koonar explains 
the Harlem Shake is a trend that 
caught on because of its humour and 
spontaneity. 
“It’s easy to produce and post. Re-
search suggests videos that go viral 
are ones that cause an emotional re-
sponse,” she said.
Koonar believes the trend will 
eventually die down and something 
else will soon replace it.
Attempted rape scene strikes a nerve
The latest Tomb Raider game has Langara questioning if sexism has been taken too far
Trans  
sitcom a 
first for 
TV & web
Langara nurses bust a move with the Harlem Shake
The viral Internet YouTube sensation has spread into the nursing department’s simulator room
A Langara graduate is  
directing a series about a 
transgendered character 
SCREEN SHOT COURTESY OF CRYSTAL DYNAMICS 
In the game’s most controversial scene, Lara Croft is cornered by an aggressor who gropes her and attempts to sexually assault her.
YOUTUBE SCREENSHOT
After a masked man dances to Baauer’s tune in a room filled with students, the beat drops and everyone shifts into party mode.
NiGht tRAp
So gory that the video 
game rating system 
known as the ESRB was 
founded after its release.
 
GRANd theft Auto 
thRee
The first game that 
allowed players to have 
sex with a prostitute. 
Needless to say, many 
parents were up in arms 
after they found out 
about it.
 
Taking it 
too far?
oveR 13,000,000
hits appear when you 
search “Harlem Shake” 
on YouTube.
filthy fRANK
seems to be the first 
poster of the viral video.
it’s Not eveN close
to the real Harlem Shake, 
say many critics.
DISSECT
a trend
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By ANGELA HOLUBOWICH
T
he first few sunny days are al-
ready luring Vancouverites out 
from under their umbrellas. 
Spring is on the way and style ex-
perts are saying bold is in for West 
Coast men.
Men’s fashion is typically less co-
lourful and diverse than women’s, nor-
mally restricted to pastels and subtle 
inclusions of colour. As far as making a 
statement, Vancouver men can fit into 
many categories of fashion. The cur-
rent “hipster” style consisting of a 
toque, skinny jeans, and big chunky 
glasses is the current Vancouver ste-
reotype, but not all agree our city is 
limited to this style. 
“I think we are starting to find our 
identity right now. We are a very young 
city and we’re exploring new ways to 
express ourselves,” Alex Young, a 
menswear clothing model, said. “We 
express ourselves with both modern 
and laid-back and we are just trying to 
find a balance between that.”
Men’s fashion tends to be much more 
restrictive than women’s because wom-
en have the options of skirts, dresses, 
and more accessories. 
This has forced fashion designers to 
be more creative in their choices, mak-
ing them focus more on colour, texture, 
and patterns.
“I think men in Vancouver are pretty 
on point as far as trends go,” said 
Kildare Curtis, owner of Eugene Choo 
Clothing Boutique. “They could defi-
nitely stand up to major centres such 
as New York City.”
Spring promises lots of colour and 
patterns this year. Where it has often 
been workwear or outdoors inspired, 
this season is showing the risks design-
ers are taking to evolve menswear. 
“There is a lot of prints we wouldn’t 
normally see coming out this year. Not 
as much of the plaids or polka dots, but 
some really fun prints like bold floral,” 
said Curtis. 
By JESSE ADAMSON
Springtime is approaching, and Vancouver residents are planning outdoor activities to take advan-
tage of the good weather that will soon 
be here.
There are plenty of options to choose 
from throughout the city, like biking, 
gardening or golfing.
Vancouver has several bike tours 
that take riders through the city’s 
streets.     
“Our tours are designed using the 
bike routes that are already set up in 
the city,” said Cycle City Tours employ-
ee Lawrence Bradshaw.
 “Along the way the group will stop 
to take pictures or the guide will tell 
stories. It’s more than just biking. We 
want people to get the full West Coast 
experience.” 
For those with a green thumb, Van-
couver has one of the mildest climates 
in Canada, making it an ideal place for 
gardening.
“Gardening is a great way for people 
to spend time outside,” said local gar-
den expert Heather Nielsen.
“You don’t have to be an expert. 
There are classes and workshops that 
teach people gardening skills. If you 
don’t want to get your hands dirty then 
there are plenty of gardens that you 
can visit and just take in the scenery,” 
she said
Nielsen recommends the VanDusen 
Botanical Garden and Queen Elizabeth 
Park, both located on Cambie St.
Golf is another springtime activity 
popular with people of all ages and 
Vancouver has no shortage of courses 
to choose from.
 “Choosing the best golf courses is a 
difficult thing to do since for many peo-
ple it depends on their skill and possi-
bly their age,” said long-time golfer 
Brandon Rowley. “If you are an experi-
enced golfer then the best courses in 
Vancouver are Shaughnessy and Ma-
rine Drive. If you are a beginner or not 
too serious about the sport then a 
course like Langara is perfect.”
March into vibrant fashion 
Big hats and bold colours in style this spring 
The trend for men’s fashion this spring is bold choices. Plaid is out 
and floral is in, as are colourful shirts, pants, shoes and accessories
Biking, gardening and golf 
among the activities Van-
couver has to offer those 
looking to get outdoors
Neon colours are in fash-
ion again for women, with 
70’s inspired accessories 
making a comeback
By JES CUNNINGHAM
With spring around the corner, fashionistas will soon be show-ing off the newest styles pre-
sented in last November’s fashion 
shows.
Although some might not be ready 
to put away their gumboots and com-
fortable sweaters, many are eager to 
embrace everything spring. 
“There’s been a big lean towards 
neon colours. There’s lime green all 
over the place,” said former Langara 
student Alexandra Grant, who writes a 
fashion blog called To Vogue Or Bust. 
Another style popular this season is 
monochromatic, or “tonal dressing”, 
where an entire outfit is the same solid 
colour, but each item is a different 
shade.
“[It] adds a lot of visual interest,” 
Grant said.
Last spring’s fashions are still rele-
vant, with floral 
and graphic prints, 
stripes and lots of 
colourful bracelets 
in style again. 
In terms of ac-
cessories: hats, 
pumps and struc-
tured purses are 
making a come-
back. 
“Yves St. Lau-
rent [is bringing 
back] floppy hats, 
the types you would 
see from the ‘70s,” 
said Grant.
Dresses, head-
bands and flats are 
also included in the 
vibrant trend. 
Staying on top of the latest styles can 
be costly, but Grant said students don’t 
have to break the bank to stay fashion-
able.
Grant said that while buying directly 
from the designers can sometimes be 
“too much of a financial investment”, 
she recommends shopping at stores 
like H&M because they  offer the types 
of clothing that are shown on the run-
way, but for  much cheaper.
Langara student Brittney Sylvester 
said she shops at Sirens and PacSun, 
and has fun being fashionable.
“I enjoy fashion because when peo-
ple look at you [and] what you’re wear-
ing, it’s one of the first impressions you 
give,” she said.
“I find if I am wearing an outfit I re-
ally like, it’s a conifdence booster.”
As for the bright colour trend, Syl-
vester said: “Neon colours were in last 
summer and I thought it was super fun. 
But I also think there is a time and 
place.”
Vancouver Fashion Week, showcas-
ing the 2013 fall and winter trends, will 
be taking place from March 19-24 at 
The Chinese Cultural Center.
1	 Floral tie and 
pocket square
2	 Red or yellow pants
3	 Brightly coloured 
shorts
4	 Floral patterned 
shirts
5	 60’s inspired shirts
6	 Colourful footwear	
Must-haves
ANGELA HOLUBOWICH photo
Clockwise from left: Model Alex Young shows off the vivid colours that are in 
style this spring; Shirts come with bold prints and patterns; Colourful shoes 
are in fashion; Young matches dark jeans with a vibrant striped shirt.
“There’s 
been a 
big lean 
towards 
neon 
colours. 
There’s 
lime green 
all over 
the place.
Alexandra Grant, 
fashion blogger
JES CUNNINGHAM photo
Clockwise from top left: 70’s inspired floppy hat; 
Brittney Sylvester wearing a floral skirt; tonal outfit
’Tis the 
season to 
get outside
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We want to hear from you
Did we get a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
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theVoiceEthnic-gate is a complete non-issue 
I’
m no sycophant of the B.C 
Liberals, but good god this 
ethnic-gate “scandal” is the 
non-issue of the decade. 
I won’t deny that the party is 
disintegrating: Ministers are 
quitting, riding presidents are 
resigning, and constituency groups 
are calling for the ousting of 
Premier Clark. All of which is 
disappointing; the party that took 
B.C from being the backwater 
socialist member of confederation to 
a national leader in economic 
growth is collapsing under its own 
hubris. 
But this straw that is trying to 
break the camel’s back is something 
that political parties on all levels 
have done for years and will 
continue to do for elections to come  
— over the last 
few decades 
political groups, 
left and right, 
have developed a 
love of minority 
issues. 
On Tuesday, 
B.C’s auditor 
general scolded 
the NDP for using 
publicly funded 
constituency 
money for 
partisan cultural outreach. 
During the 2011 federal election, it 
seemed like Jason Kenney, Minister 
of Citizenship, Immigration and 
Multiculturalism, hopped around 
the country swapping ethnic 
headdresses and costumes as he 
shifted from his sat-sri-akal’s to 
ni-hao’s.
Token gestures to ethnic groups 
even exist on the micro political 
level as well: walk into a student 
union meeting, and it is almost 
guaranteed to open with a request 
to proceed on “unseeded Coast 
Salish territory” or something of the 
like. 
Granted, some of these appeals to 
ethnic groups end up paying off. As 
the Globe’s John Ibbitson and 
pollster Darrell Bricker document in 
their new book “The Big Shift”, 
multicultural Canada tends to have 
centre-right views. The fastest 
growing ridings in the country — 
largely suburban and ethnic — can 
make or break elections, thus 
providing a lucrative prize for those 
vying for office. 
The real sin in this manufactured 
scandal is the apparent intent of the 
Liberals to use taxpayer’s funds for 
partisan purposes. For a party that 
was elected in 2001 promising 
accountability and an end to 
government waste, it is frustrating 
to watch them lie and cheat as they 
drift into the political wilderness.
But considering that turnout in 
B.C’s elections goes down every 
year, and Langara students say they 
are generally disinterested in the 
democratic process, maybe this 
won’t be the issue the media is 
making it out to be. 
OPINION
Sam reyNOlDS
Let’s keep 
our health 
plan 
I
t’s unrealistic to say no to any 
rising prices. There will always be 
cutbacks for services, and prices 
need to be adjusted every year.
The Langara Students’ Union 
health and dental plan was first 
established in 
2005, and origi-
nally cost stu-
dents $218.
 In 2006, the 
price went down 
to $199.98 as some 
of the funds were 
diverted to finish 
the Student Union 
Building.
The rise in 
prices indicates 
there are more people who use the 
health and dental plan, which means 
higher costs. 
Every economics student under-
stands that price is a part of supply 
and demand. When demand for a 
good or service rises and the supply 
remains unchanged, a shortage 
occurs and prices usually rise. 
When demand decreases and 
supply remains constant, prices 
usually fall. It’s actually pretty 
surprising that the same price has 
been kept constant since 2005, 
considering that awareness of the 
plan and claims have both increased.
Not letting the referendum pass 
means some of the benefits are 
going to be cut in order to be able to 
budget itself properly. What would 
be the point of paying for something 
cheap only to receive bare minimal 
health services? 
Even with the price increase, the 
LSU plan is still cheaper than other 
school’s insurance plans.  
In the end, putting in the extra 
dollars seems worth it. After all, the 
LSU has one of the lowest health 
plan fees in the entire province.
OPINION
marIe Del cID
Shutting down Granville early is dumb
A
lthough the intentions of 
shutting down the Granville 
entertainment district 
(shortly after bars and clubs 
close) early on weekend nights are 
good, the results are people who 
bring their party 
atmosphere 
outside the bars 
and disturb 
people who often 
just want to go 
home. 
In many 
instances, police 
will focus their 
attention to gangs 
and thieves, 
which is great, 
but the ratio of 
patrons to officers causes priorities 
to be made that leave many public 
safety threats, like fights, unhandled 
until after the fact. 
VPD spokesman Brian Montague 
may say that closing down the street 
“prevents people from gathering on 
sidewalks and getting pushed in 
front of cars and buses,” but it 
doesn’t actually create as concen-
trated of an area as they make it 
seem. 
The closed street causes partiers 
to move to other areas downtown 
when they are finished on Granville, 
putting businesses on Robson 
Street, like my former place of work 
Starbucks, and others at risk of 
being robbed or put into a position 
that forces their employees to deal 
with the drunk patrons. 
The staff at these establishments 
are likely to be overwhelmed by the 
intoxicated crowd. Likely these 
businesses will have to hire security 
guards, an extra expense for 
businesses operating in an already 
expensive place. 
It also creates a disturbance for 
people who live near the area and 
have to walk home through the 
crowds, who might be rowdy and 
still looking for a party. 
The escalated party environment 
mixed with copious amounts of 
alcohol creates lost inhibitions and a 
lesser sense of self-control, which is 
unfortunate for the people passing 
by who are harassed verbally, and 
sometimes physically. 
Don’t get me wrong, having the 
street open would cause similar 
problems, but it would eliminate the 
“tolerance” we have of these 
negative behaviours. 
That means erasing the idea that 
we, the people of Vancouver, are 
saying that we agree with letting 
people be intoxicated in public 
because they are somewhat super-
vised by authorities.
The Bar Watch program may 
create a safer area when it comes to 
tracking gangsters and other 
troublemakers, but it won’t help 
with the problem of intoxicated 
rowdy crowds roaming the streets 
after the street closes. 
 With the focus of police fixed on 
gangs, the more common un-gang 
related conflicts are neglected, 
putting the public in more harm 
than if their focus was dispersed.
OPINION
BreNNa BrOOkS
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By KRISTEN HARPULA
W
ith spring almost here, bars 
and breweries around Van-
couver are changing their 
kegs and rolling out new 
brews to suit the warmer weather.
While the cold winter months had 
most people indulging in hot comfort 
foods and beverages, the seasonal 
change means it’s time to trade in the 
creamier blends of beer for something 
a little lighter. The Voice caught up 
with some local breweries to find out 
what’s coming down the pipes for the 
spring. 
Steamworks Brewery sales repre-
sentative Marc Roberts believes every 
beer has a time and a place, and for 
spring that beer is Steamworks’ Saison, 
debuting later this month.
A saison is a poorly defined pale ale. 
“This is kind of like the new wheat 
beer, essentially. It’s just a little higher 
in alcohol, a little more carbonated, a 
little different spice,” Roberts said.
He also recommended Steamworks’ 
pilsner, a year-round beer perfect for 
the warmer months ahead. 
“Our pilsner is kind of a German or 
Czech-style, it’s got a little more hops, a 
little more malt. So it has the bite from 
an IPA, but the drinkability of a lager,” 
Roberts said. “If people want some-
thing they can drink for hours, it’s go-
ing to be the pilsner.”
Parallel 49 Brewery, which opened 
last summer, just launched a new 
spring saison, as well as their India 
pale ale called Lord of the Hops.
“We’re just in transition from our 
winter seasonal, which was our Ugly 
Sweater milk stout, into our Hay Fever 
Spring Saison,” said Parallel 49 sales 
representative Jeff Hurkett.
Hurkett explained the history be-
hind saison being the beer of the 
spring.
“Back in the day farmers would cre-
ate a beer in the fall. They would brew 
a saison and let it sit and mature. Then 
come springtime, when it comes time 
to harvest, they would have this saison 
for their employees to drink,” Hurkett 
said.
Many restaurants roll out new sea-
sonal cocktail menus as well, including 
The Charlatan, a trendy Commercial 
Drive bar.
Manager Jesse Sugarman said the 
bar cycles its cocktails every spring 
and fall. 
He said besides bourbon sours and 
other classics, this season will include 
a lot of infusions, which are spirits in-
fused with different herbs and spices. 
They will also incorporate lighter la-
gers and some “fruit beer” to match 
the season. 
Sugarman said another growing 
trend is beer pairing, breaking away 
from the tradition of pairing wines 
with meals. 
Local hot spots are now giving beer 
drinkers the option to find the perfect 
beer to compliment their food of choice. 
“It’s about looking at what the fla-
vours are in the food, what flavours are 
in the beer and how well they pair to-
gether,” said Sugarman.
KRISTEN HARPULA photo
Steamworks Brewery sales rep Marc Roberts shows off Steamworks Pale Ale.
A deeper look into boozing in B.C.
Vancouver brewers applaud Bar Watch program, modernization of provincial liquor laws 
Beers to 
try this 
spring
	 Steamworks Saison: 
a wheat beer with a 
bit of spice added
	 Lord of the Hops: 
Parallel 49 Brew-
ery’s own India pale 
ale
	 Hay Fever spring 
saison: Parallel 49 
Brewery’s spring 
seasonal beer
	 Killarney Stout: 
Granville Island’s 
St. Patrick’s Day 
beer
	
With warm weather hopefully approaching, bars and breweries through-
out Vancouver are switching up their selection of alcoholic beverages
STEPHANIE VACHER photo
Olympic tourists explore the entertainment district.
By GARIN FAHLMAN
Alcohol-fuelled disturbances in Granville’s entertainment district are becoming less of a problem as 
the VPD expands its Bar Watch pro-
gram, according to businesses.
The district is home to over 20 night-
clubs, which consistently draw large 
crowds. According to VPD spokesman 
Brian Montague, the police treat the 
Granville Street nightlife as a special 
event.
Bar Watch, which shuts down traffic 
along the strip on weekends, was cre-
ated in an effort to keep the majority of 
partiers in one manageable area.
 “We concentrate resources to Gran-
ville like we would for the fireworks,” 
said Montague, noting that bringing 
extra officers to patrol the strip does 
not mean that other areas of the city 
are neglected.
“Regularly deployed officers are an-
swering calls and preventing crimes. 
They’re left alone and not brought into 
the downtown entertainment district. 
We don’t draw resources from other 
areas.”
There’s been concern among resi-
dents the area attracts gang activity 
and the heavy concentration of people 
at night may pose a safety threat to bar 
patrons and employees, but Montague 
says the program is addressing the is-
sue.
“Bar Watch was put in place by busi-
nesses themselves as a way to remove 
gang members from the premises. Bar 
staff have the authority to remove peo-
ple they recognize, but in lots of cases 
owners have made agreements with 
the VPD that they can call us,” said 
Montague.
Montague admits there are potential 
problems to blocking off traffic. 
“When you have so many people to-
gether, things do happen, but in the end 
it’s all about pubic safety,” he said. 
“Closing down the street prevents peo-
ple from gathering on sidewalks and 
getting pushed in front of cars and bus-
es.”
Ceili’s Irish Pub & Restaurant is lo-
cated in the heart of the entertainment 
district at Granville and Smithe. Gen-
eral manager Mike Georgas said the 
problems aren’t noticeable at Ceili’s.
“Shutting down the street does cre-
ate a party atmosphere around the 
bars,” he said. “For sure it’s safe for 
people. Gangs don’t really have a pres-
ence among the bars.”
Ceili’s also operates a bar in Kitsi-
lano. Georgas believes the police do a 
good job of keeping both areas safe. 
“It’s hard to have presence in every 
single bar, but Bar Watch is expand-
ing,” he said.
Bar Watch program successful so far Alcohol-related issues in 
Granville’s entertainment 
district are becoming less 
of a problem
  
By NIALL SHANNON
With new rules for B.C.’s distill-eries, breweries and wine mak-ers, liquor laws are changing, 
but some feel more needs to be done. 
The most recent change, which be-
gan March 1, allows breweries and dis-
tilleries to have on-site tasting rooms, 
something that only wineries were 
able to have previously. 
 The law will increase their ability to 
promote their products and increase 
revenue according to the Liquor Con-
trol and Licensing Branch, one of the 
two government departments respon-
sible for liquor laws.
The new rules also give an edge to 
companies that use all B.C. grown in-
gredients, allowing products with 100 
per cent local ingredients to avoid pay-
ing a mark-up price.
The changes are being praised by 
Campaign for Real Ale’s B.C. chapter, a 
beer advocacy group.
“The recent amendments to provin-
cial liquor regulations…are a welcome 
change,” said Rick Green, president of 
the B.C. chapter. 
While the changes might be benefi-
cial for CAMRA, Green feels the laws 
don’t go far enough.
“For beer and spirits to fully realize 
their potential, they must be encour-
aged similarly to what has been done 
with B.C. wine, not only in terms of Li-
quor Distribution Branch policy and 
regulation, but also in how they are re-
tailed in government liquor stores,” 
added Green.   
Some Langara students believe the 
current liquor laws are still far from 
perfect, and need to better reflect the 
generation they’re living in.
“Only last year did the liquor board 
allow people to bring your own wine 
when you’re eating out,” said health 
sciences student David Ireland.
“The liquor laws are stuck in the 
1930s, like it hasn’t changed since Pro-
hibition, with most bars and stores 
closing early except in the downtown 
core,” said Simon Currie, a general arts 
and sciences student.
“The current laws are draconian.”  
 
New rule 
allows 
province’s 
distilleries 
and bars to 
have on-
site tasting 
rooms 
Cheers for spring beers
Bar Watch program successful so far 
B.C. liquor laws are changing but some students say they’re still stuck in the ‘30s
FLICKR photo
 A St. Patrick’s 
Day special.
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Former Langara student and boxer Lev Jackson stands on the corner of Commercial and Pender 
streets in Vancouver near the location of Eastside Boxing Club, set to open next month.
By HAILEY McDONALD 
Langara Falcons badminton player Jason Sun is off to the nationals next month but even after winning 
29 of 31 games this season he still gets 
the jitters when he thinks about play-
ing nationally.
Sun will travel to Saskatoon on April 
29 to compete in the Yonex Canadian 
Junior & U23 National Championships. 
“I’m quite uncomfortable,” he said. 
“When you’re playing so many good 
players, you really feel the pressure.” 
Sun recently returned from Barrie, 
Ontario, where he won the silver medal 
in men’s singles at the Canadian Colle-
giate Athletic Association’s national 
championships at Georgian College.
He said that his advantage in the 
championships was his energy level.
“My opponents got tired, so that’s 
why I got lucky,” he said. 
The 18-year-
old was named 
PacWest’s bad-
minton player of 
the year. The as-
sociation has 
also named him 
player of the 
week twice dur-
ing the season. 
A s s i s t a n t 
coach Bonnie 
Cheng said Sun 
has been a key 
player in many 
Falcons wins, in-
cluding the Pac-
West champion-
ships, held in 
February where Langara beat the 
Kwantlen Eagles by 16 points. 
She said that Sun is well respected 
by both his teammates and opponents. 
“Win or lose, he is always a joy to 
watch,” she said. “He’s is a very smart 
player and always gives his 110 per 
cent.” 
Sun, who was born in Kaohsiung, 
Taiwan, started playing badminton in 
middle school.
“My dad played badminton and I felt 
kind of interested in it so my parents 
just found me a coach,” he said.
The first-year human kinetics stu-
dent is studying to be a physiothera-
pist. He hopes to complete his degree 
within four years and play for the Fal-
cons all the while.
Despite Sun’s athletic strengths, he 
admitted that his weakness is his lack 
of strength.
“I’m too skinny, I just don’t have that 
much power compared to other peo-
ple,” he said. Sun hopes to become 
stronger with fitness training.
By PATRIcK cOLVIN
W
hen the Astoria Boxing Club 
went under in March 2012, 
businesses in the Down-
town Eastside banded to-
gether and raised over $100,000 to fi-
nance a new gym to keep the legacy of 
Astoria alive.
The boxing club was one of Vancou-
ver’s historical icons, known for pro-
ducing nine Canadian champions and 
Olympians Dale Walters and Manuel 
Sobral. 
The new gym, Eastside Boxing Club, 
is scheduled to open in April. It will op-
erate as a non-profit and hopes to con-
tinue helping troubled youth in the 
area just like the Astoria Club had been 
known for since it opened in 1977. 
Helping to coach these young ath-
letes are Arezki Belaidi, a second year 
Langara student and former Langara 
student Lev Jackson.
For many the closing of Astoria came 
as a surprise.
“I grew up at that gym,” said Belaidi. 
“It was a really sad time, the gym had 
been around for so long, it had been 
kept together since the ‘70s,” he said.
Many staff at the neighbouring res-
taurants, cafe’s and barber shops of 
Gastown spent their spare time train-
ing at Astoria. After it shut down they 
decided they try to open a new gym. 
They formed an organization called 
Aprons for Gloves and hosted a pay-
per-view event last July that raised 
over $100,000. The hostesses, bartend-
ers and baristas were the fighters.  
 “They were a godsend, I can’t thank 
them enough, they funded our gym 
single-handedly just through the hard 
work they put in,” said Jackson. “We 
hosted the card in the Woodward build-
ing downtown, it was filled to the brim,” 
said Jackson. 
A second Apron for Gloves fundrais-
ing event is scheduled for July.
Belaidi, Jackson and the other 
coaching staff at the Eastside Boxing 
Club will not be getting paid for their 
time spent helping members of the 
gym. 
“We’re doing this out of the good-
ness of our hearts,” Jackson said.
The fight for a venue
When the Astoria Boxing Club closed its doors 
local members fought hard for a new club
First-year student Jason 
Sun will is headed for the 
nationals next month in 
Saskatchewan
The men’s basketball team 
is going into the national 
championships with high 
hopes and top ranking
“When 
you’re 
playing so 
many good 
players, 
you really 
feel the 
pressure.”
JASON SUN
1	 Contenders Van-
couver Boxing Gym 
and Training Studio 
at 1055 Dunsmuit 
Street, Bentall 
4 lower plaza, 
Vancouver
2	 Sugarrays Boxing 
Fitness at 1132 
Granville Street, 
Vancouver
3	 Sparta Boxing and 
Fitness at 2916 
Graveley Street, 
Vancouver
4	 Beyond Boxing 
at 1261 East 2nd 
Avenue, Vancouver
Source: Xop 6 on 6 xop xop xop
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FACEBOOK photo
Falcons forward Manpreet Parmar 
proudly holds his team’s trophy.
By KRISTEN HARPULA
The Langara Falcons men’s basket-ball team is heading to Quebec this week to compete in the CCAA Na-
tional Championships after winning 
the PacWest Provincial Championship 
for the first time since 1999.
After a record-breaking season of 
20-1, they were the favourites going 
into the provincials and although the 
final game was very close, they pulled 
through with a win. Now heading into 
the nationals they are ranked as the 
top team in Canada.
To prepare the Falcons intend to 
study their competition.
 “[They] haven’t really seen any of 
the teams play from outside this prov-
ince, so we’ll probably be looking at 
some tape, watching how teams play,” 
said Falcons forward Manpreet Par-
mar.
Falcons guard Jeff Chu agreed that 
the team will do its homework.
“We need to figure out all the play-
ers and teams’ tendencies and how 
we’re going to adjust to play certain 
teams and form our different strate-
gies,” Chu said.
“You don’t get the opportunity to go 
to nationals very often, so we’re just 
looking forward to it,” he said.
Coach Paul Eberhardt, who took 
home the award for coach of the year, 
said that going into the provincials the 
team had the pressure of high expecta-
tions to deal with.
“We went in there as a heavy favou-
rite, expected to win it,” said Eber-
hardt. “Sometimes that pressure is 
tough to overcome, but the boys han-
dled that really well.”
They managed to take the win over 
Vancouver Island University Mariners, 
with a final score of 78-74, but he said 
they knew it was going to be a tough 
game.
Falcons forward Manpreet Parmar 
said that the tight-knit relationship of 
the team really made the difference in 
the end.
“It’s not just a team, we’re a family,” 
Parmar said. “That’s how we ended up 
winning, we didn’t get down on our-
selves . . . . We just got together and we 
got the job done.”
The Falcons head to John Abbott 
College in Sainte Anne de Bellevue, 
Quebec to compete in the national 
championship from March 14-16. Their 
first game is Thursday, March 14 
against hosting team the Islanders.
Badminton 
player from 
Langara goes 
to nationals 
next month
Falcons 
rank 1st 
going into 
nationals
Thorsten Gohl photo
Jason Sun, Ashley Jang and Matt 
Downton with their gold medals.
